
Artists 

Bridget Riley 

Riley was born at Norwood, London, the daughter of a business-
man. Her childhood was spent in Cornwall and Lincolnshire. She 
studied at Goldsmiths' College from 1949 to 1952, and at the 
Royal College of Art from 1952 to 1955. She began painting   
figure subjects in a semi-impressionist manner, then changed to 
pointillism around 1958, mainly producing landscapes. In 1960 
she evolved a style in which she explored the dynamic potentiali-
ties of optical phenomena. These so-called 'Op-art' pieces, such 

Chris Ofili 

Christopher Ofili, (born 10 October 1968) is a 
British Turner Prize-winning painter who is best 
known for his paintings using elephant dung. He 
was one of the Young British Artists. Since 2005, 
Ofili has been living and working in Trinidad and 
Tobago, where he currently lives in Port of Spain. 
He also lives and works in London and Brooklyn. 
Ofili has used resin, beads, oil paint, glitter, lumps 
of elephant dung, cut-outs from magazines as 
painting elements. His work has been classified as 
"punk art." 
 

Georgia O’Keefe 

Born in 1887, Georgia O'Keeffe was an American artist 
who painted nature in a way that showed how it made her 
feel. She is best known for her paintings of flowers and 
desert landscapes. She played an important part in the 
development of modern art in America, becoming the first 
female painter to gain respect in New York's art world in 
the 1920s. Her unique and new way of painting nature,    
simplifying its shapes and forms meant that she was called 
a pioneer. 

These are some of the artists children will focus on during their time at Bowesfield, 
by looking at their work and using similar ideas or techniques.  

http://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/p/painting
http://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/i/impressionism
http://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/n/neo-impressionism
http://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/l/landscape
http://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/o/op-art


 
Elizabeth Catlett 

Elizabeth Catlett (April 15, 1915[2] – April 2, 2012)[3] was an Ameri-
can and Mexican graphic artist and sculptor best known for her de-
pictions of the African-American experience in the 20th century, 
which often focused on the female experience. She was born and 
raised in Washington, D.C. to parents working in education, and was 
the grandchild of formerly enslaved people. It was difficult for a 
black woman in this time to pursue a career as a working artist.    
Catlett devoted much of her career to teaching. However, a fellow-
ship awarded to her in 1946 allowed her to travel to Mexico City, 
where she worked with the Taller de Gráfica Popular for twenty 
years . 

Andy Warhal 

Andy Warhol was part of the pop art movement. He 
was born Andrew Warhola in 1928 in Pennsylvania. 
His parents were from a part of Europe that is now 
part of Slovakia. They moved to New York in the 
1920s. His first job was illustrating adverts in fash-
ion magazines. Now is he known as one of the most 
influential artists who ever lived! 

Andy Goldsworthy 

Andy Goldsworthy, (born July 26, 1956, Cheshire, Eng-
land), British sculptor, land artist, and photographer 
known for works created outdoors from natural materials 
found on-site. As an child growing up in Yorkshire 
Goldsworthy worked as a farm labourer when not in 
school. That work created an interest in nature, the    
cycles of the seasons, and the outdoors. While in school 
he discovered his preference for creating art outdoors 
rather than in the studio. He began to make temporary 
site-specific works with stones, leaves, sticks, snow, ice, 
and any other natural materials available to him. Some of 
his earliest works were rock sculptures at a beach near 
his art school.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Catlett#cite_note-krosenberg-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Catlett#cite_note-mujeres-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphic_artist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sculptor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_D.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taller_de_Gr%C3%A1fica_Popular
https://www.britannica.com/place/Cheshire-county-England

