
Area of study Focus Skills to be taught Vocabulary 

Year 5 
Livin’ On a Prayer 
 
Classroom Jazz 1 
 
Make you feel my love 
 
The Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
 
Dancing in the street 
 
Reflect Rewind and Replay 
 
 

Listen and Appraise The children will continue to recognise features of key 
musical styles and continue to recognise different 
instruments. They will deepen knowledge and 
understanding of specific musical styles through listening to 
more examples of the same styles and understanding its 
musical structure and style indicators. Styles include: Pop, 
Motown, Country, A Capella Music, 80s Rock, Funk, The 
Beatles, Latin, Early Classical Music, 20th Century Classical 
Music, and Contemporary Classical Music.  
 
● When listening to the music, find and internalise the pulse 
using movement.  Listen with security and confidently 
recognise/identify different style indicators and different 
instruments and their sounds.  
● Use correct musical language consistently to describe the 
music you are listening to and your feelings towards it.  
● Listen, comment on and discuss with confidence, ideas 
together as a group.  
● Discuss other dimensions of music and how they fit into 
the music you are listening to. 

Pulse, Rhythm, Pitch, 
Dynamics, Tempo, Timbre, 
Structure, Texture, 
Notation 

 

Area of study Focus Skills to be taught 

Year 5 
Livin’ On a Prayer 
 
Classroom Jazz 1 
 
Make you feel my love 
 
The Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
 

Musical Activities:   

a. Games  

 

 

 

 
 
Within the context of the song being learnt, the children will continue to embed and 
deepen their growing knowledge and understanding of the foundations of the dimensions 
of music, pulse, rhythm and pitch by playing Warm-up Games. Progress through the 
Bronze, Silver and Gold Challenges:  
● Rhythm and Pitch Copy Back using one, two or three notes ● Question and Answer using 
one, two or three notes Security, confidence and ease, will start to be apparent through:  
● Body movement and within the context of the Games Track being used.  



Dancing in the street 
 
Reflect Rewind and Replay 
 
 

 

b. Singing  

 

 

 

 

 

c. Playing  

 

 

 

 

d. Improvisation  

 

 

 

● Knowing, understanding and demonstrating how pulse and rhythm work together.  
● Understanding how the other dimensions of music are sprinkled through songs and 
pieces of music. 
 
Sing within an appropriate vocal range with clear diction and continue to understand:  
● The workings of an ensemble/choir, how everything fits together. Follow the 
leader/conductor and have a chance to be the leader/conductor.  
● How important it is and why we warm up our voices, posture, breathing and voice 
projection.  
● Sing together with confidence, with increasingly difficult melody and words, sometimes 
in two parts.  
● Have a greater understanding of melody, words and their importance and how to 
interpret a song musically.  
● Demonstrate musical quality and understanding of how the interrelated dimensions of 
music play their part. 

 
Play differentiated parts with a sound-before-symbol approach or using the notated 
scores. Choose parts according to ability and play them musically. Progress as appropriate 
between the parts.  
● Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, playing musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, and maintaining an appropriate pulse.  
● Demonstrate musical quality eg clear starts, ends of pieces/phrases, technical accuracy 
etc. Maintain an independent part in a small group.  
● Continue to treat each instrument with respect and use the correct techniques to play 
them. 

 
Understand what musical improvisation means. Improvise and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, use quality not quantity of notes.  
● Continue to create more complex rhythms and melodies and create their own rhythmic 
patterns that lead to melodies.  
● Progress through the differentiated Bronze, Silver and Gold Challenges in Year 5. Autumn 
and spring units:  



 

 

 

e. Composition 

 

● Sing, Play and Copy back - clapping progressing to using instruments. Play and Improvise 
- using instruments, invent a musical answer using one, two or three notes. Improvise! - 
using up to three notes on instruments. Summer 1 unit Bronze, Silver and Gold Challenges: 
Challenge 1 - clapping riffs. Challenge 2 - playing riffs using one, two or three notes. 
Challenge 3 - Question and Answer using one, two or three notes. Challenge 4 - Improvise 
using one, two or three notes. 

 
Continue to create your own more complex tunes and melodies within the context of the 
song that is being learnt and do this with understanding as part of a group or with your 
whole class.  
● Continue with a differentiated approach, composing using two notes, increasing to three 
notes and beyond if required. ● Record the composition in any way that is appropriate - 
using graphic/pictorial notation, using ICT, video or with formal notation.  
● Musically demonstrate increased understanding and use of the interrelated dimensions 
of music as appropriate within this context.  
● Begin to recognise and musically demonstrate awareness of a link between shape and 
pitch using graphic notations. 
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Perform and Share Continue to perform together in an ensemble/band with a deeper understanding of how 
to improve your performance musically.  
● Sing, play, improvise and play back compositions as part of your ensemble/band with 
increasing confidence, skill and accuracy.  
● Do all of this in front of an audience with more understanding of their needs.  
● Communicate ideas, thoughts and feelings through the performance.  
● Understand about practice.  
● Record your performance and learn from watching it back. Respond to feedback and 
offer positive comment. 



 

Expectations by the end of the year 

Year Group Listen and Appraise Musical Activities:                                            
a. Games b. Singing c. Playing                            
d. Improvisation e. Composition 

Perform / Share 

Year 5 -Appreciate and understand some high-
quality live and recorded music drawn 
from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians.   
-Develop an understanding of the history 
of music. 

-Improvise and compose music for a purpose 
using the interrelated dimensions of music. 
-Listen with concentration and recall sounds 
with aural memory.  
-Begin to understand staff and other musical 
notations.  
-Show some ability to play and perform in 
ensemble contexts, using their voices and 
playing musical instruments with some 
accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 
 

-Begin to play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, using their voices 
and playing musical instruments with 
some fluency, control and expression. 

 


