
Area of study Focus Skills to be taught Vocabulary 

Year 4 
Mamma Mia 
 
Glockenspiel 2 
 
Stop! 
 
Lean on me 
 
Blackbird 
 
Reflect Rewind and Replay 
 

Listen and Appraise The children will continue to recognise basic style indicators 
and continue to recognise different instruments. They will 
deepen knowledge and understanding of specific musical 
styles through listening to more examples of the same styles 
and understanding its musical structure and style indicators. 
Styles include: ABBA, Grime, Beatles, Gospel, Classical 
Romantic, Tango, Hip Hop, Early Classical Music, 20th 
Century Contemporary Classical Music.  
 
● Have fun finding the pulse together and deepen their 
understanding of what pulse is/does/means etc.  
● They will continue to recognise the sound of the musical 
instruments used and basic musical structure.  
● The children will continue to recognise basic style 
indicators and continue to recognise different instruments. 
They will deepen knowledge and understanding of specific 
musical styles through listening to more examples of the 
same styles and understanding its musical structure and 
style indicators.  
● The purpose of the song and context within history.  
● Continue to deepen their understanding of the dimensions 
of music and how they fit into music. Perhaps the children 
will give specific reference to musical dimensions: pulse - a 
steady beat, simple rhythm patterns, pitch, texture, tempo, 
dynamics, timbre, structure. 

Pulse, Rhythm, Pitch, 
Dynamics, Tempo, Timbre, 
Structure, Texture, 
Notation 
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Musical Activities:   

a. Games  

 

 

 

 
 
Within the context of the song being learnt, the children will continue to embed the 
foundations of the dimensions of music, pulse, rhythm and pitch by playing Warm-up 
Games. Through fun, repetition and the song they are learning:  
● Pulse - a steady beat.  
● Rhythm - copy simple patterns and see how they work with pulse.  
● Pitch - what it is, to copy it and to warm up their voices.  
● Progress though the differentiated Bronze, Silver and Gold Challenges.  
● Rhythm copy back - progress from teacher to pupil-led games.  



 
Reflect Rewind and Replay 
 

 

 

 

b. Singing  

 

 

 

 

 

c. Playing  

 

 

 

 

 

d. Improvisation  

 

 

 

● Pitch copy back - using voices then instruments; one or two notes dependent on ability 
and song.  
● Build on the understanding that pulse is the foundation of music upon which the other 
dimensions are built.  
● Understand in greater depth how the other dimensions of music are sprinkled through 
songs and pieces of music. 
 
Sing in tune within a limited pitch range and continue to understand in greater depth:  
● The importance of working together in an ensemble or as part of a group and how the 
musical outcomes are of higher quality when doing so.  
● How important it is and why we warm up our voices, posture, breathing and voice 
projection. 
● How to join in and stop as appropriate - continue to follow a leader/conductor 
confidently.  
● How melody and words should be interpreted. Try to match your performance of the 
song to how the music sounds ie start to think musically.  
● How to sing with good diction. 
● How to perform with a good sense of pulse and rhythm. 

 
In greater depth:  
● Continue to play and move between differentiated parts with a sound-before-symbol 
approach, according to ability. Use the notated parts provided if appropriate.  
● Continue to experience playing together in a band or ensemble. Join in and stop as 
appropriate. Respond with more confidence to musical cues such as starting and stopping. 
Learn how to follow a leader/conductor.  
● Treat each instrument with respect and use the correct techniques to play them.  
● Continue to recognise/identify and musically demonstrate awareness of a link between 
shape and pitch graphic notations. Start to understand the basics and foundations of 
notations if appropriate. 

 
Progress through the differentiated Bronze, Silver and Gold Challenges:  
● Sing, Play and Copy back - clapping progressing to using instruments.  
● Play and Improvise - using instruments. Invent a musical answer using one, two or three 
notes.  
● Improvise! - using up to three notes on instruments. Listen to each other’s musical ideas.  
● To listen and copy musical ideas by ear (rhythmic or melodic).  
● To create musical rhythms and melodies as answers as part of a group and as a soloist.  
● To respect each other’s musical ideas and efforts. 



e. Composition 

 

 
Continue with a differentiated approach, composing using two notes, increasing to three 
notes and beyond if required.  
● Listen to the sound of the composition as it unfolds and make decisions about it.  
● Record the composition in any way that is appropriate - using graphic/pictorial notation, 
using ICT, video or with formal notation.  
● Musically demonstrate increased understanding and use of the interrelated dimensions 
of music as appropriate within this context.  
● Begin to recognise and musically demonstrate awareness of a link between shape and 
pitch using graphic notations. 
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Perform and Share Continue to perform together with confidence in an ensemble/band with an increasing 
understanding of how to improve your performance.  
 
● Sing, play, improvise and play back compositions as part of your ensemble/band with 
increasing confidence.  
● Do all of this in front of an audience with more understanding of their needs. 
● Learn about performance skills and building confidence.  
● Understand in more depth about practice and why we do it.  
● Record your performance and learn from watching it back. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Expectations by the end of the year 

Year Group Listen and Appraise Musical Activities:                                            
a. Games b. Singing c. Playing                            
d. Improvisation e. Composition 

Perform / Share 

Year 4 -Appreciate and begin to understand 
some high-quality live and recorded 
music drawn from different traditions 
and familiar composers and musicians.  
-Develop a basic understanding of the 
history of music. 

-Use their voices expressively and creatively 
by singing a range of songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes.  
-Play tuned and un-tuned instruments 
musically.  
-Listen attentively and with an understanding 
to a range of high-quality live and recorded 
music. 
-Experiment with, create, select and combine 
sounds and rhythms using the interrelated 
dimensions of music. 

-Use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes.  
-Play tuned and un-tuned instruments 
musically. 

 


