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Dear families,  
 
I feel extremely privileged and honoured to have been appointed as the new Headteacher of Bowesfield 
Primary School from April 2022. I am very excited to be joining the team and working with you all to 
continue to ensure that Bowesfield offers the best possible opportunities for all your children. I am also 
really looking forward to getting to know all of the children, staff, families and governors on a personal 
basis over the coming months.   
 
I just wanted to take this opportunity to briefly introduce myself. I grew up in Middlesbrough and was 
really inspired by the teachers at my primary school who worked tirelessly to do the best for every child.   
I think it was having such inspiring teachers myself that made me want to be a teacher and to make a 
difference for children by helping them to have high aspirations and dreams for their futures. And here I 
am, pursuing that dream to ensure that every child I work with has the best possible experience at 
primary school and leaves equipped with the skills, knowledge and dreams to do whatever they want 
with their lives! And that is what I would want for all of your children.     
  
After training as a teacher in York, I taught for over 20 years in a variety of different schools before 
working as a Teaching and Learning Advisor for local authorities where I helped other teachers to 
become better. I then used all the knowledge and experience I had gained throughout my teaching and 
advisory career to become a Headteacher, a role which I have loved and have now done for 12 years in 
3 successful primary schools in inner city London. So, I hope that I am bringing plenty of experience to 
Bowesfield!  
 
My family and I have just managed to move back up to the area, following a number of years away and 
its brilliant being home again. I am currently putting my years of being a Headteacher to good use by 
working for North Yorkshire County Council as the Principal Education Advisor for primary schools, 
where I lead a team of nine advisors working with schools across the county to help them to continue to 
improve so that the children have a brilliant start to their school life. 
 
I am really passionate about the power of learning and really believe that learning and working hard can 
unlock so many different pathways and opportunities for our children. Designing a curriculum that is fun, 
exciting and engaging, plus having high aspirations for every child and working with families to help 
each child to do their very best is something I am really passionate about. I am really looking forward to 
working with the incredible team of staff at Bowesfield to help your child to enjoy their learning and 
make brilliant progress so they are ready for the next steps in their education journey.   
 
I know that a successful and happy school depends on all of us working together. I am looking forward 
to finding out more about the school so that any changes we make in this new chapter are supported by 
the whole school community to ensure that the children get the absolute best in order to flourish and 
shine. I look forward to meeting you all in April and joining the Bowesfield family. 
 
Best wishes  
 
 
Laura Birkett 
  


