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Governors have chosen not to use penalty 
notices previously but must now act to      
reduce absence.    
 
We will consider each case individually - so 
please be open about your plans and give 
plenty of notice if you must travel. 
 
This policy will be in place from September 
1st 2016. Any change in Government policy 
before then will be taken into account. 
 
If you have any questions, please call into 
school to discuss these with  me. 
 
Thank you for supporting your child’s         
attendance - and their learning.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Emily Hodgeon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
As part of their duty to improve outcomes for    
pupils, the Governing Body has been reviewing 
our attendance policy. 
 
It is really important that children attend school  
regularly so that they make good progress.  
 
The Government expects all children to attend     
regularly and this is a parent’s responsibility. The 
national average for attendance last year was 
96%. 
 
We have been looking at the reasons for         
absence at Bowesfield from September 2015 to 
the end of May 2016.  
 
The findings are on the next page.  
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There are 390 sessions (195 days) in each school year. 
So far this year there have been 318 sessions (159 
days) 
The most common reasons for absences are: 
 
Illness: 2060 sessions (1030 days) missed this year. 
This affects 211 children. 
 
What we will do: 
Ask you for medical evidence if your child’s attendance 
falls below 93% due to frequent, short illnesses; so we 
can authorise their absence. 
We can refer your child to school health if you are   wor-
ried about frequent illness. 
 
What you can do: 
Vomiting / diarrhea - your child needs 48 hours to   re-
cover before they return to school 
We can advise on absence periods for other infectious 
illnesses. 
 
If your child is very unwell, keep them at home and  
consult the GP.  
 
If they are just ‘off colour’, but respond to Calpol,  send 
them to school. We will keep an eye on them - and let 
you know if you need to collect them.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Unauthorised leave of absence: 1019 sessions 
(509.5 days) missed this year. This affects 41 children. 
 
We understand that many people have families     
overseas but children who spend time away from 
school during term time are missing learning; which  
affects their progress.  
 
What we will do:  
Continue to unauthorise all leave of absence unless 
there are exceptional circumstances. This will be      
considered on a case by case basis. 
 
Governors have decided to:  
Refer to the Local Authority  to issue penalty notices 
where there are no exceptional circumstances.  
 
£60 per parent per child payable within 21 days.  
Increasing to £120 per parent per child on day 22. 
 
If this is not paid within 28 days then prosecution will 
be considered.  
 
Every decision will be made individually, taking your 
child’s attendance history into consideration.  
 
What you can do: 
Plan holidays and visits during school holidays.  
Tell us the reason for travel, so that we can consider 
your case fairly.  
 


